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We live in a time in human history, especially here in America, where everyone or at least most people can read. But this has not been true for most of history.

For centuries, in an effort to make sure that followers of Jesus Christ knew the Bible and the important events that took place throughout God’s redemptive plan, the church has followed what is called the Liturgical Year or the Church Calendar.

By following the Church Calendar each year church attenders follow the birth, life and ministry, death and resurrection of Christ as well as the start and expansion of the church.

In addition, if you attended every church service over a three year cycle you would hear the entire Bible read. Pretty awesome if you ask me!

The Catholic Church, Orthodox Church and in fact many Protestant Churches still follow the Church Calendar today.

We even do too, to some degree, when we celebrate Christmas, Good Friday and Easter and for four weeks, starting next week, we will be observing Advent—as we prepare for Christmas.

In fact next Sunday is the first Sunday of the Church year. The Church Calendar begins with the first Sunday of Advent. 

The word Advent means arrival. And Advent is the celebration of the arrival of Jesus born as a baby in Bethlehem some 2000+ years ago.

Advent is the season where we prepare our hearts for the coming of our King, Jesus the Son of God, into the world at Christmas. 
But this Sunday, the final Sunday of the Church’s calendar year, is designated as Christ the King Sunday or the Reign of Christ. 

Historically this Sunday, the last Sunday on the Church calendar celebrates or anticipates Christ’ second coming at the end of this age.

This Sunday the church looks forward to when Jesus returns to establish His reign over His eternal kingdom.

The church calendar begins with the birth of our King, the first Advent, and culminates with its focus on the return of Christ as King reigning over the new heaven and new earth for all eternity, the second Advent.

Granted different traditions and backgrounds differ on the exact sequence and timing of the events that will take place during His second coming.

But we all agree on one salient point…Christ the King is coming back. 

Christ came and He will come again!

But for us now, today, we live now in between these two Advents, these two comings of Christ.

I remember back when I was in college. I think the most common question asked by my fellow students was; “Is this going to be on the final?”

It certainly helps to know what to study and focus your attention on if you know in advance what is going to be on the final exam.

If we want to know what should get our attention and focus in this life, as we live between these two Advents, you need to know what’s going to be on the final exam.

When it is all said and done, at the end of this world, when God’s Kingdom comes, Christ will reign as King in our lives and the entire world and His will will be done completely.
And the question we must be prepared to answer is does Christ reign as King of your heart, your will, and your life now.

So, how can you prepare for the ultimate final exam? 

Listen to what Jesus tells us in Matthew chapter 25.
If you would, turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 25. Let’s pray.

As Matthew chapter 24 opens up Jesus has finished His discussion and debate with the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and is headed out the Mount of Olives where He give is final public teaching.

Chapter 24 begins in saying Matthew “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 

2 "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Jesus then proceeds to give His largest teaching on the coming Kingdom. But He never says when the end of this age will come.

He only says what the Sign of His coming and of the end.

Then starting in chapter 25 Jesus begins to tell His disciples that they need to be ready and that there is a final judgment, a final exam coming.

So let’s pick up here in Matthew 25:31.

Here Jesus has some words for us. 

Mat 25:31-46 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 

40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 

44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 

45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 

46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

Jesus here is describing what will happen when he comes back in glory. 

This is Judgment Day—the Last Day, the final exam of all final exams. 

Though the Bible never tells us when this day will come we know that it is coming. And we should be ready at any time.

This is not the time for procrastination, or get around to it.

All of human history marches on toward this end when Jesus Christ, who is pictured here as a King sitting on a throne, will publically present the evidence of whether individuals had saving faith in him or not.

And it’s truly a case of either you are in or you are out! (Black and white – no gray on this one)

There will be no; agnostics, no fence sitters, no group of people who just hoped to “cover all their bases or do enough good.” 

Either you’re going to be part of that group on the right hand that goes to heaven or part of that the group on the left hand that goes to hell. 
No one can say, “I think I’ll start a third group.” 

No one can say, “I opt out.” 

All nations, all people will stand before King Jesus. Everyone will be judged. You will be judged. I will be judged.

The way Jesus describes it here is that it’s like a shepherd who separates the sheep from the goats. 

In the ancient world sheep and goats often grazed together but were separated when it came time to shear the sheep. 
Jesus used sheep and goats to picture the division between believers and unbelievers. Jesus alone will separate His obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers.

It is foolish and impossible and even sinful for us to play the role of umpire saying, “That person’s in. They’re going to heaven. Or that person’s out. They’re going to hell” just by looking at their outward life. 

Why? Because we can’t read hearts. We can’t see faith. But God can. 

That’s why Jesus tells us that He is the one who separates those who are in from those who are out. He is the one who gives and grades the final exam.

He is the Shepherd who knows those who hear his voice and those who don’t.

34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.

Can there be any more incredible words of grace than these!? 

Jesus promises you an eternal inheritance. He presents to you the kingdom of God. 

He says that it’s been prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

In fact He has prepared this for you before you had done anything good or bad. 

This is salvation by grace alone. And how do you receive this gift?

By believing in Jesus as your Savior. Paul tells us in Romans 10:9 “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved..”

But at first when you read this section in Matthew it almost seems like Jesus is saying that we’re saved not simply by believing in Jesus, but by what we do. 

Look again, right after Jesus says, “Come…take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you” he says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. I was sick and you took care of me” and so on. 

And what does that sort of sound like at first? 

That people go to heaven on the basis of what they do. 

That’s what we naturally think after all, isn’t it? 

Just do more good than bad. Be better than those people. Hopefully God will grade on a curve. 

And when you jump on that Good-O-Meter maybe it will be good enough.

But did you pay attention to how the righteous people react? 

When they hear that they’ve inherited the kingdom…when the King points out to them all the things they did for him…what do they say? 

“When did we do any of those things for you Jesus?” 

Because you see they weren’t running around with a little folder keeping track of all their good deeds. They weren’t keeping a scorecard. 

They weren’t looking at their lives thinking, “I’ve done this and this and this so hopefully that will get me into heaven.”

They were just living out the faith they had in the hearts. They were showing that their faith in Jesus is real by making a difference in real people’s lives. 
They spontaneously loved others because they knew that Jesus loved them first.

It’s like what Martin Luther once said, “Faith alone saves but saving faith is never alone.” In other words real faith produces fruit. 

Real faith is always making a difference in real people’s lives. 

James will say in James 2:17 “…faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”

So here at the Last Judgment what Jesus points to is simply the outward evidence of the faith that’s already in our hearts.

He will publically point to the fruits of our faith as the evidence of our faith. 

And our jaws are going to drop and we’re going to say, “When did I do those things? You mean you noticed those meager attempts of mine to love people the way that you have loved me?”

Friends, do you understand how amazingly, tremendously comforting this all is? 

I mean look, Jesus could have said, “You must perform miracles to impress me.” 

Or “If you really want to be a Christian you must get on the cover of Time magazine for donating lots and lots of money to charity.” 

Or “You must do something that the world considers heroically good to make the cut.” 

But instead he says, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

In other words there is nothing spectacular about all the ways we can show our thanks to Jesus for what he’s done for us. 

It can be sending a text message to encourage a hurting friend. 

It can be showing compassion to a stranger who looks hurt or lost. 

It can be sacrificing your leisure time to take care of your kids as a single parent. It’s the little things done from faith. 

The things Jesus commends here are not big miracles but little acts of mercy and kindness shown to people because we love Jesus and we love them.

On the other hand there is nothing spectacular about the inactivity that Jesus condemns.

Look at verse 41: Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

[By-the-way, this is a good reminder that it wasn’t God’s plan for human beings to go to hell. 

It is only because human beings have rejected his love and want to live apart from him that God says, “You want it your way? You want to live apart from me? Then have it your way. Depart from me.” 

And that’s what hell is. The essence of hell is separation from God’s love and blessing forever.]

Look on, verse 42: For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'

And did you notice how these people react to what Jesus says to them? 
They say, “Well when did we not do these things for you, Jesus?” 

In other words they were going through life looking to do heroic good deeds so that they could earn their way into heaven. 

They were obsessed with keeping a scorecard of all they did. 

They were like that one guy in the Good O Meter video.

“I dedicated my whole life to making this a better world. I dug wells in Africa. I just wish I could’ve done more.”

But in God’s eyes, apart from faith in Jesus, even though they may have done some “good” things, had they done anything for him? No. 

This reminds me what Jesus said earlier in Matthew 7:22-23 where he says; “Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'

The Bible says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews
11:6). 

And so all their “good works” weren’t good in God’s eyes because their hearts were far from him.

And notice, Jesus doesn’t mention terrorism, or genocide, or torturing little puppies here. 

I mean those are the kinds of sins that we tend to think would land someone in hell, right? 

But here it is the simple, ordinary things that unbelievers neglect to do for others that give evidence of their lack of faith. 

As Jesus says, “Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”

So with the first group of people who go to heaven all that is mentioned is the good things they didn’t know they did. 

There is no mention of their sins. But with the second group of people who are going to hell all that is mentioned is their sin. 

There is no mention of the good things they thought they did. Why the difference? 

The first group had faith in Jesus as their Savior. The second group did not and so what does Jesus say about them? 

Verse 46: “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

Friends, there is a heaven. There is a hell. And they are both eternal. 

Deep down you know it. We all do. Are you in or are you out?

There is one test. Have you, through faith, come to know the love of God who forgives your sins and freely credits to your account the perfect righteousness of Jesus.
 
Or will you face eternity apart from the love of God.

You will have no one to blame but yourself for choosing to ignore the Son of God.

The test, the final exam, it has but one question. Have you put your faith in Jesus Christ?

It is not enough just to know who Jesus is. James warns us in James 2:19 where he writes; “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder.”

It is not enough to agree with historical facts. 

This is Christ the King Sunday. Starting next Sunday we celebrate the first arrival of the King.

But every day we must live in between the two advents with Jesus as our King and Lord. Jesus must be your King. He must reign in your hearts.

The final exam will have one question, where is your faith?

But the test of your faith will be proven in the way you live your life now.

Jesus will look at the way you have looked at those around you, “Do you see me in the faces of the hungry? The thirsty? The mentally challenged? 

The special needs kids? The handicapped? The guy who is shabbily dressed? The girl with all the piercings? The sick? 

The immigrants? The addicts? The convicts? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]How do you look at the least of these? How are you going to show the love you have received from me to the least of these?”

It is only with a pure undivided heart and love and the lordship of Christ can you love the least of these.

Folks, you can’t fake it till you make! God sees your heart and motivatins.

Are you in or are you out!?

Amen.
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